
N O T A R Y  N O T A R Y  F I N E SF I N E S
Your Notary Public Exam will have several questions 

about the maximum fines you can incur as Notary Public!

$ 5 0 0

$ 7 5 0

$ 1 5 0 0

$ 2 5 0 0

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0

Every person who files any false or forged document or instrument with the county recorder
which affects title to, places an encumbrance on, or places an interest secured by a mortgage or
deed of trust on real property consisting of a single-family residence (containing not more than
four dwelling units), with knowledge that the document is false or forged, is punishable by a fine,
in addition to any other punishment.

$ 7 5 , 0 0 0

2. The complet ion of  a cert i f icate of  acknowledgment that
contains statements that the notary publ ic knows to be false

1. Fai l ing to obtain sat isfactory
evidence when performing
Acknowledgements.

1. Wi l l fu l  Fai lure to Provide Access to the Notary
Publ ic Journal  Upon Request by a Peace Off icer

2. Negl igent fa i lure to obtain thumbprint  in journal
for  documents involv ing real  property and a Power of
Attorney.

3. Use of  False or Misleading Advert is ing

1. Act Involv ing Dishonesty,  Fraud, or Decei t  wi th the Intent to Substant ia l ly
Benef i t  the Notary Publ ic or Another,  or  Substant ia l ly  In jure Another

2. Execut ion of  any Cert i f icate as a Notary Publ ic Containing a Statement
Known to the Notary Publ ic to be False

5. A notary publ ic wi th expert ise in immigrat ion
matters or who provides immigrat ion services cannot
advert ise in any manner that  he or she is a notary
publ ic

4. Advert is ing in Language Other than Engl ish

2. Fai lure to Discharge the Dut ies or
Responsibi l i t ies of  a Notary Publ ic.

1. Charging more
than the Prescr ibed
Fees.

3. Fai lure to Complete the
Acknowledgment at  the
Time the Signature and
Seal are Aff ixed to the
Document.

4. Fai lure to Administer
the Oath or Aff i rmat ion.

1. Wi l l fu l  fa i lure to inform the SOS of a Name Change.

2. Wi l l fu l  fa i lure to inform the SOS of a Address Change.


